
Camosun Archaeology Field Assistant Program 

2025 

Thank you for your interest in the Archaeology Field Assistant Program. Here is some information 

to help prospective students understand the scope of the program and specifics about the 

delivery of the program in 2025. 

First, a few things to be clear about in terms of this program: 

1. Students are not 4 weeks away from becoming an archaeologist. Generally, contract

companies hire field assistant who are at least part way through a degree in archaeology,

these applied skills really help as a complementary skillset (often have students who have

completed their undergrad but do not have any field experience. An exception may be

Indigenous participants who may work on field crews in their territories regardless of

where they are at with other types of education.

2. Do not expect to be doing excavation like you see in National Geographic. Most

archaeology in BC is survey level, and these are the skills that we focus on in this program.
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recognize different belongings and features, and learn how to take fieldnotes, complete efficient 

pedestrian surveys, and practice basic navigation skills.  



later than planned. We will spend a lot of time in the bush surveying an area that the nation is 

considering as a future site for eco-tourism development; accessing this location is about 30 

minutes of walking, and then expect to body surf over and through salal well over 1m in height 

while carrying a small amount of gear. Work days will be about 8 hours long, with less formal 

learning around the campfire at night. Students may need extra time to work on fieldnotes as 

well; you will more than get your money



timely manner as you make your decision to join the cohort. I want everyone to feel comfortable 

and confident in their success! My email address is kilburn@camosun.ca. 


